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Welcome to 
Barkers Butts

Today we welcome Barkers Butts to Glasshouse 
Lane for our Mids 2 west south league game, the 
fourth in the current campaign and our second at home. 
Who will ever forget the last time Barkers visited us in 
February of last year when we came back from being 
17-36 down (with twenty minutes to play) to lead 41-
36 going into injury time. When Barkers scored a late 
unconverted try both coaches shook hands on the 41 
apiece draw only for a clearance kick from ourselves 
to be charged down to give a late winning score for 
Barkers, 41-46! At the end of the season Barkers 
fi nished in 5th spot winning 10 of their 22 games, 
scoring 502 points and conceding 519. 

This season they have played two of their opening 
games away, defeating Southam 18-16 but losing to 
Earlsdon. Last weekend they had a big 30-3 win over 
Evesham in their fi rst game at home.

Barkers continue to be coached by Glen Southwell 
(a surname familiar to us) and they pride themselves 
in their very strong and large Mini & Junior section 
which continues to produce players to play at all 
levels in the club. They have a very rich heritage and 
can boast having brought the likes of Neil Back, Danny 
Grewcock, Tom Wood (a recent visitor to Kenilworth) 
and Jim Hamilton through their ranks.

MARROW FOR MARLEY and ANTHONY NOLAN

If you have not already seen the Marrow For 
Marley campaign that is running at the moment then 
please read this. Marley is a 6-year-old boy from 
Wales who has been diagnosed with a very rare Blood 
Disorder Aplastic Anaemia. He desperately needs 
a Stem Cell Transplant but he has NO match in the 
whole world currently. His grandfather is Coventry 
Rugby Legend Julian Horrobin who many at the club 
might have watched or played with/against.  Without 
this Stem Cell Transplant Marley will most certainly 
pass away in a few years. There is currently a massive 
recruitment drive by Anthony Nolan and DKMS (which 
currently stands at around 20,000 recruited). Today we 
have Anthony Nolan setting up in the backroom of the 
rugby club between 17.15 and 19.30 to register donors.  
If you are between 16-30 years old then all it involves 
is a swab in the mouth and fi ll in the form. It only takes 
5 minutes and you will then be added to the National 
Register. You could be called to save somebody’s life 
like Marley. This is an open invitation to all #KenFamily 
and the more people registered the better the chance 
of fi nding a match for Marley or someone else who 
needs a transplant.  So please come along and register.

Ollie Burman
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MIDLANDS 2 West (South)
Team  P      W      D      L     PF     PA Pts 
Kenilworth                       3      3      0      0    124     52     15
Kidderminster                    3      3      0      0    117     51     15
Nuneaton Old Edwardians          3      3      0      0     91     50      14
Earlsdon                         3      3      0      0     66     49     13
Barkers Butts                    3      2      0      1     64     39      9
Evesham                          3      2      0      1     50     54     9
Leamington                       3      1     0      2     45     63      6
Old Laurentians                  3      1     0      2    51     68      4
Silhillians                      3      0      0      3     34     56     2
Southam                          3      0      0      3     46     79      2
Old Coventrians                  3      0      0      3     48    92     1
Rugby St Andrews                 3      0      0      3     66    149      0

THIS WEEKS OTHER FIXTURES
Evesham - Earlsdon
Kidderminster - Silhillians
Leamington - Rugby St Andrews
Nuneaton Old Eds - Old Laurentians
Old Coventrians - Southam

SAM WILLIAMS
In the last programme I mentioned that back 

Sam Williams had joined us from Claverdon. It has 
been brought to my attention (by Dom Carrick) that 
Sam is the son of Dom’s cousin and is Cliff Bellerby’s 
grandson and hence Roy Bellerby’s (Dom’s grandfather) 
great grandson.

MIDLANDS 2 West (South)
Three games and three bonus point wins see us 

lead the table from Kidderminster on points difference. 
Kidderminster also have three bonus point wins 
over Old Coventrians, Old Laurentian and Rugby St 
Andrews. Also, on three wins (but less bonus points) 
are Nuneaton Old Eds and Earlsdon. At the foot Rugby 
St Andrews, Old Coventrians, Southam and Silhillians 
are all without a win.

In the feeder league to ours (M3ws) Old 
Leamingtonians are going well with four wins from 
fi ve although Berkswell & Balsall have four wins from 
four and are two points behind with a game in hand. Old 
Yardleians still appear to be having big problems and 
have lost their fi rst four games since being relegated 
into this lower league.

In level 6 (M1w) Bromsgrove and Newbold both 
have fi ve wins and head the league but the two star 
teams from our league last season, Droitwich and 
Malvern are both struggling near the foot of the table.

In level 5 (Midlands Premier) Scunthorpe are 
heading the table with fi ve straight bonus point wins. 
Syston, Burton and Sandbach are at the foot. 

BRIAN MOORE DINNER
Our next Sporting Dinner is on Thursday 25th 

October when we are delighted to have the ex England 
hooker and BBC commentator Brian Moore as our 
speaker. This is close to being a sell out but there are 
a few spaces remaining. Full details on booking are 
on the Events section of the web site or from Roger 
Roberts on commercial@kenilworthrugby.co.uk 

LADIES
Our Ladies have had two tough opening league 

games. Their fi rst game was against West Bridgford 
who had been relegated into the league and last time 
out they played Bletchley, the team who won the 
league last season but lost the promotion play off. 
Both games were winnable but there was a marked 
difference in class and we lost in the closing stages to 
late tries. It does not get any easier for the Ladies as 

they travel to Lichfi eld tomorrow to take on Lichfi eld 
Ladies II’s. 

Their next home league game is the one everyone 
is looking forward to – Old Leamingtonians on the 
4th November.  

GIRLS CONTACT TEAM
We have set up an U13 girls contact side and have 

secured a coaching/ management set up following 
discussions on the practicalities with the RFU. This is 
being done in conjunction with the current Girls Tag 
Team who will continue to train on a Sunday and feed 
into the Wednesday contact sessions (6.30-7.30). This 
is an exciting prospect and will grow the numbers and 
teams within the club.  The launch event of the U13’s 
Girls Contact team is on Wednesday 3rd October, with 
training taking place every week from 6.30-7.30pm. 

RFU INTERMEDIATE CUP: WARWICKSHIRE 
SHIELDS: NATIONAL COLTS CUP

We have once again entered the RFU Intermediate 
Cup (for teams at level 7) and received a bye in the 
fi rst round. The second round will be played on the 
13th October and we have been drawn at home to 

Wolverhampton. We last played Wolverhampton 
in the 16/17 season when we both resided in Mids 
1 west. We lost there but won the return 32-17. 
Wolverhampton were relegated last season with only 
three wins from their 25 games. This season they 
progressed to the second round of this cup by defeating 
Leamington 34-7 and they have won two of their three 
games in Mids 2 west north. 

In the Warwickshire Shield (for levels 7 & 8) we 
have received a bye in the preliminary round and will 
now play Old Laurentian, away in the fi rst round, this to 
be played on the fi rst available Saturday/Sunday before 
the 30th Dec. In the Warwickshire 2nd XV Shield we 
received a bye in the preliminary round and will play 
the winners of Stoke Old Boys & Old Coventrians away 
on the 28th Oct.  

In the National Colts Cup we have been drawn 
away at Towcester on the 20th Oct.

WEB SITE
Our new web site is now up and running and 

we trust you like it. It can still be found at www.
kenilworthrugby.co.uk  The new site was produced in 
conjunction with Intelligent Golf, the people who are 
now managing our bar card system. One of the great 
benefi ts (or is it!) will be the ability of members to log in 
and check how much they are spending behind the bar! 

Josh Emery

 Action from last season
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Player Sponsors
Player Sponsor

Edward Hannam Rapport Design 

Bobby Thompson  Hannam’s Removals 

Matthew Gibson FitnessWorx 

Alex Selby EHB Residential td 

Adam Turner  The Bright Media Agency

Edward Hunter Bear Cleaning Services 

Mikkel Andresen Eden Electrical Services

Rhys Jones Smith Jones Solicitors

Sam Went OCD (Outside Cleaning Direct) 

Marcus Andrew Harris Lamb 

Ollie Burman Groundwater Dynamics 

Will Johnson Kenilworth RFC

Today’s referee: 
Exchange ref

Lonndon Society

Player Sponsor

Nick Gerber Mrs Helen Shaw 

Gareth Renowden Mr Adam Turner

Harry Abell  Harrison Beale & Owen

Jonny Openshaw Drohan Builders Ltd 

Dan Roberts A.P Tree Surgeons 

Charlie Stevens Long Compton Abbatoir Ltd 

Jai Purewal  Frederick Cooper Ltd

Rob Thomason Kenilworth M&J U14s

Ross Lowthian  Lowthian Builders Ltd

Dan Careless  Prostate Cancer UK

The Teams for 6th October 2018
Today’s sponsors are Former Players’ Association

To request a quote, arrange a meeting  
or to visit our facilities, please get in touch:   

E: enquiries@emmersonpress.co.uk 
T: 01926 854400 

www.emmersonpress.co.uk

High quality print
Fast turnaround times
Friendly & professional

service

TEAMS NOT AVAILABLE AT TIM
E OF GOING TO PRESS
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There are three teams in our 
league with three opening 
wins but only ourselves and 
Kidderminster have three 
bonus points. 

Ladies next home game in 
Nov when they play the ‘big 
one’ – Old Leamingtonians 
at home: Should be an 
interesting encounter.

Number of tries scored by 
our second XV last week 
with Neil Sutherland, son of 
Steve, bagging fi ve of them 
and looking good.

A home game next week 
in the second round of 
the Int Cup and we play 
Wolverhampton who were 
last here in Jan 17.

Some additional tickets have 
unexpectedly come available 
for our Brian Moore Dinner at 
the club in October. Contact 
Roger Roberts.

We scored this number of 
points in our home game 
against Barkers Butts at 
home  last season and still 
managed to lose!

TONIGHT’S LOTTERY NUMBERS

3

4

11

13

25

41

WHAT’S ON AT KRFC
6th Oct v Barkers Butts, 3pm

6th Oct Colts v Earlsdon, 3pm

6th Oct Marrow for Marley Appeal, from 5.15

13th Oct Wolverhampton, RFU Int Cup, 
 round 2, 3pm

20th Oct Ladies Lunch

20th Oct 2nd XV v Earlsdon, 3pm

25th Oct Brian Moore Dinner, 7 for 7.30pm

27th Oct v Evesham, 3pm 
 FORMER PLAYERS’ LUNCH

27th Oct Colts v Old Laurentian, 3pm

3rd Nov 2nd XV v Southam

4th Nov Ladies v Old Leamingtonians, 2pm

5th Nov Jazz Club 

24th Nov Ladies v Wymondham, 2pm

30th Nov Pirates v Leamington, 7pm

1st Dec v Leamington, 2.15pm

We have both BT Sport and Sky Sports so all 
rugby that is available will be shown. 

The Autumn Internationals are on 3rd Nov 
(S Africa), 10th Nov (NZ), 17th Nov (Japan), 24th 

Nov (Aus) and all on Sky 
www.kenilworthrugby.co.uk

KENILWORTH RFC 1ST FIXTURES 
2018/2019

Date Opposition For Agst. Pos.
08 09 18  Old Laurentian (a) 34 16 3rd 
15 09 18 Rugby St Andrews (h) 62 22 1st
22 09 18   
29 09 18 Silhillians (a) 24 14 1st
06 10 18 Barkers Butts (h)  
13 10 18 Wolverhampton (h) Int Cup Round 2
20 10 19 Earlsdon (a)  
27 10 18 Evesham (h)  
03 11 18 Southam (a)  
10 11 18 Int Cup Round 3  
17 11 18 Kidderminster (a)  
24 11 18 Int Cup Round 4  
01 12 18 Leamington (h)  
08 12 18 Nuneaton Old Eds (a)  
15 12 18 Old Coventrians (h)  
22 12 18   
29 12 18 Old Laurentian – Shield  
05 01 19 Rugby St Andrews (a)  
12 01 19 Silhillians (h)  
19 01 19 Int Cup Round 5  
26 01 19 Barkers Butts (a)  
02 02 19 Earlsdon (h)  
09 02 19 Int Cup  
16 02 19 Evesham (a)  
23 02 19 Int Cup  
02 03 19 Southam (h)  
09 03 19 Kidderminster (h)   
16 03 19 Int Cup   
23 03 19 Leamington (a)  
30 03 19 Nuneaton Old Eds (h)  
06 04 19 Old Coventrians (a)  
13 04 19 Old Laurentian (h)  
20 04 19 Int Cup SF  
27 04 19 League play-off  
04 05 19 Int Cup Final
Played: 3, Won:  3, Lost: 0, Drawn: 0, 
Pts for: 124, Pts agst: 52 

NEXT FEW WEEKS
Next week is a cup weekend when we play 

Wolverhampton at home. Our next league game on 
the 20th Oct is away at (currently unbeaten) Earlsdon, 
always a hard fi xture. Earlsdon continue to play at 
Mitchell Avenue, Coventry, CV4 8DY. We then return 
to Glasshouse Lane for a fi xture against Evesham and 
a Former Players Lunch on the 27th Oct.

LAST FEW WEEKS
Our last home game saw us defeat a plucky Rugby 

St Andrews 66-22 with ten tries, fi ve of them coming 
from Mikkel. Josh Emery proved to be a decent kicker 
with eight out of ten conversions. Our league free 
Saturday two weeks ago, when we took a fi xture at 
Long Buckby, gave coach Dave Ellis the chance to have 
a look at a few more players returning from injury, 
holiday or simply back to the fold. Despite the 17-19 
defeat (we could well have won the game in the last 
few minutes) it was a worthy exercise with the star 
of the show being Ollie Burman with three tries, and 
still learning his trade as a winger. Last weekend we 
travelled to Silhillians where we always have a hard 
close fi xture. It was no different this time and we fell 

behind early on to a converted try. However we soon 
got things going and turned round 12-7 with tries from 
Ed Hannam and Alex Selby. We extended our lead to 
17-7 in the second half with a typical Gaz Renowden 
try but Silhillians never gave up and it got a bit squeaky 
when they scored to make it 17-14 going late into the 
game. There was much pressure from Silhillians until 
the last play of the game when Ed Hannam intercepted 
and went in under the posts for the bonus point try. 
Flanker Sam Harrison made his debut in this game 
and impressed.

Our Second XV had to fi nd late opponents in Sutton 
Coldfi eld 3’s after Silhillians cried off late in the week 
and we were quite impressive in a 71-5 win with Neil 
Sutherland (son of Steve) starring with fi ve tries. The 
other try scorers were Cory Joy, Josh Fox (2), Ross 
Lowthian, Raj Bahey and Jordan Cox.

The Colts fi xture with Barkers Butts was called 
off by them.

Sam Harrison
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Peacock’s Corner

Action at Stratford

WHAT’S IN A NAME? There are Bears on the stock 
market, there are Bears in cricket and now, whatever 
they do in the woods, we have Bears in rugby.  Whether 
you’re a Tiger, Saint or Falcon, names alone are not 
going to change how you play but adopting a culture 
that identifi es with the local and regional community 
is a strong statement of intent and shows that a team 
is on the move. However, branding must be backed by 
performance. 

After the name hype, the newly promoted Bristol 
Bears went on to take the scalp of Bath in front of a 
frenzied record crowd of 26,079 at Ashton Gate. When 
they were last promoted two years ago it took them until 
Boxing Day to record their fi rst league win. The Bears, 
bolstered by their billionaire owner, are up and running 
and on their way. 

The professional era has brought more that name 
changes to the world of rugby. Twenty years ago the 
fi rst Rugby World Cup of the professional era was still 
to take place. New Zealand were dominant between 
World Cups, only to regularly fall at the main event. Now 
they are dominant all the time, when they fail they just 
come back even stronger. 

Back in the 1990s the RFU’s Burghers were 
demonstrating their clueless amateur credentials as 
they were still grappling with how to enter the world 
of professionalism. Some might argue that nothing 
has changed.

Some clubs have harnessed professionalism and 
built on their solid foundations, others have failed and 
withered. Richmond were the fi rst to go bust and have 
slowly rebuilt but they’re a long way off their peak. 
Richmond’s near neighbours, London Welsh, powered 
into the Premiership, moved 50 miles away from 
their hinterland, lost touch with reality and ultimately 
collapsed. 

Some clubs, however, have embraced the 
professional era and grown to become a member of 
rugby’s elite. Last season Exeter Chiefs were defending 
Champions and ultimately runners up in the Premiership. 
Their brand of rugby is typically gritty but increasingly 
fast and fl owing. They are a proud regional club that 
has evolved into a strong top team sprinkled with 
internationals in the forwards and backs. 

Exeter is a reason why we have promotion and 
relegation. Twenty years ago they were simply Exteter 

Rugby Club and playing out of the old County Ground, 
as they had always done. But along with ambition and 
pride, the Chiefs had a plan to get to the top. By 1999 
they had changed their name to Exeter Chiefs, not a new 
name, but one they acquired back in the 1930’s.  

They regularly finished in the top half of the 
Championship. In 2005, Exeter fi nished second, missing 
out on promotion by four points behind Bristol. A move 
to a new Sandy Park took place in 2006 and just 10 
years ago they were runners up in the Championship to 
Northampton Saints. 

Saints had been relegated from the Guinness 
Premiership in 2007, and bounced back straight away. 
Golly gosh those were heady days for Saints, a young 
rugby league convert scored a record 39 tries in the 
season for them. His name? Chris Ashton. 

It was not until 2010 that the Chiefs stormed into 
the Championship and their no frills approach ground 
out results and survival in the Premiership. They’re 
now former Premiership Champions and a side to be 
feared home and away. They’ve come a long way from 
the County Ground but success also bring challenges. 

The Chief are moving into an era where they may 
have to compete more strongly for the talent that 
they have nurtured so successfully. Coach Baxter and 
Chairman Rowe will have to work hard to keep their 
squad together in the face of growing interest. Prop 
Tomas Francis is set to leave in the summer and go back 
to Wales, while Armand, Cowan Dickie and Slade are 
all coming to the end of contracts. Good players attract 
interest and may well be tempted to experience new 
challenges in a new environment.

While promotion and relegation are the extremes of 
professional team sport, so too are transfers and players’ 
wages. Nigel Wray at Saracens and Bruce Craig at Bath 
have shown that you need deep deep pockets to survive. 
The Chiefs have learnt to compete on the fi eld, they’re 
now having to compete with the cheque book.

Whether it’s the Guinness, 
Aviva or Gallagher Premiership, 
even if Bristol are now Bears, 
or the Chiefs are the Chiefs. 
The name is an important fl ag 
to rally around but ultimately 
professionalism is all about 
succeeding, on and off the fi eld.

Ed Hannam - 
bonus point try at 

Silhillians


